
As an aid to reflection and prayer for students and families, the following scriptural guide explores 
some of the most important themes raised by Walking with the Enemy. It can be used for personal 
reflection, post-movie family/ministry group talks, small group studies, or discussion with school 
or church friends. Its aim is to help relate the inspiring story of the Hungarian resistance to our own 
personal experiences as we try to live more authentic Christian lives.
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
his fate, he sets about finding ways to protect 
his people. He takes the lead in distributing 
Swiss Protective Passports and getting Jews 
in Budapest moved to the safety of Swiss 
diplomatic protection at the Glass House. 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

1. Elek’s basic approach to life is positive, even 
under increasingly adverse circumstances. 
Can you describe a time that you or somebody 
you know was faced with discouraging 
circumstances but chose life, hope, and action 
over defeat and despair?
 
2. Elek takes pity even on the vicious 
commander in the camp who was going to 
murder him. Have you or somebody you know 
ever taken pity on somebody who did not 
deserve it? What was the result?

3. The Holocaust was a crime so huge and 
unthinkable that many of its victims simply could 
not believe the Nazis were really committing it. 
Elek has a mind open to seeing what is really 
going on, not what he wishes was going on, 
and he responds quickly and with common 
sense. Can you think of a time when you needed 
quick and clearheaded courage to address an 
unexpected and serious situation?

Elek Cohen and his friend Ferenc (pronounced 
Fehr-renz) are two Jews living in Budapest, 
Hungary. At the beginning of the story, the 
climate of anti-Semitism is evident as he and 
his friends are thrown out of a dance merely for 
being Jews. But Elek’s clearheaded courage is 
evident in the fact that he doesn’t let fear slow 
him down but instead counts it the most serious 
wrong of the evening that he didn’t get the name 
of the girl he was talking to.

His courage is put to the test soon after when the 
Nazis invade Hungary and they are rounded up 
with all the other Jews in their village and forced 
into brutal work camps. When the Americans 
attack the work detail, Elek and Ferenc attempt 
to escape. After taking pity on the commanding 
officer of the work camp, Elek is nearly 
murdered, but manages to escape with his friend 
and heads back to their village—only to find the 
Jews have been deported and their neighbors 
have taken their property.

Eventually they return to Budapest and meet 
with their friends and others who have been 
forced to live in yellow star houses. They begin to 
discover the incredible truth: that the Nazis have 
instituted a systematic program to round-up and 
murder every Jew in Hungary, with the exception 
of those still under diplomatic protection from 
the Swiss who have been issued protective 
passports. Some find the truth too appalling to 
believe, but Elek quickly grasps the nature of the 
situation.

When two Nazis murder Hannah’s father and 
attempt to rape her, Elek expresses his courage 
by killing them and hiding their bodies. Using 
their uniforms to disguise himself as a Nazi 
officer instead of panicking or surrendering to 

Walking with the Enemy is inspired by the true story of the brave men and women of Hungary 
in their struggle to save Jews from the Nazi terror. Through the fictionalized adventures of 
Elek Cohen (based on real life hero Pinchas Rosenbaum) we see humanity at its darkest and 
its most luminous. He struggles to navigate the dangerous waters of the time to overcome 
fear, doubt, and hate with his acts of courage to save as many innocents as possible from the 
Holocaust which annihilated 11 million innocent people. In this story, we see the beautiful truth 
of the difference one person can make and the precious value of each and every human life.

CLEAR THINKING

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES TO PONDER:

[I]f any one loves righteousness,
her labors are virtues;
for she teaches self-control and prudence,
justice and courage; 
nothing in life is more profitable for men than these 
(Wisdom 8:7). 

See also: Proverbs 8; Proverbs 1:1-7
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COURAGE
Ferenc. Uncle Miklos is angry with him, since 
in risking his life he also risked exposing all the 
people at the Glass House. But most people see 
him as a hero for that courageous act.

Meanwhile, Regent Horthy is caught in the 
middle and takes a great risk in trying to 
rescue his people from the Nazis by switching 
allegiances to Stalin’s brutal Communist 
regime. A declaration goes out to the Hungarian 
people that the war is over and Hungary has 
surrendered to Stalin’s forces, but the Arrow 
Cross, in collaboration with the Nazis, stages a 
coup, overthrowing Horthy and installing their 
leader in his place. Hannah’s sister Rachel is 
seized, so Elek again dons the SS uniform to 
save her, but this time fails.

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:

1. The way Elek sees himself and the way others 
see him is a surprising contrast. Hannah sees 
him as a hero. He sees himself as simply doing 
what any decent person would do. Have you ever 
known somebody extraordinary who considered 
himself average?

2. Ferenc, under the threat of torture and death, 
refuses to betray his friends. Have you ever 
known somebody who was powerfully pressured 
to do the wrong thing but did the right thing 
anyway? Have you ever experienced pressure 
from peers to do something wrong or neglect 
doing something you knew was right?

3. Elek, despite his best efforts, cannot save 
Rachel. Have you ever been faced with a moment 
where you did your best and yet failed? Can you 
think of a time when you or somebody you know 
defied a bully and forced him to back down? 
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGES TO PONDER:

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; be not frightened, neither be 
dismayed; for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go (Joshua 1:9). 

See also: Deuteronomy 31:6; 1 Corinthians 16:13

would do. In fact, as they continue printing and 
distributing fake Swiss passports, he complains 
to Hannah that it doesn’t really seem like he’s 
doing that much.

One day, however, his courage is put to a fresh 
test when Ferenc is captured, tortured, and 
interrogated by the Gestapo. To save him, Elek 
digs up the bodies of the two SS troops he killed, 
dresses in one of their uniforms, and boldly 
marches straight into the Gestapo jail to rescue 

Uncle Miklos tells Elek that they can’t fight with 
guns, but they can fight using diplomacy. So Elek 
becomes a runner for fake Swiss passports that 
protect the bearer from Nazi persecution. 

One day, on his errands, he witnesses the murder 
of a whole family and brings home a young 
orphan named Adam. Since the boy cannot stay 
in the Glass House, Elek takes him to a nearby 
convent. Hannah is moved by Elek’s courage, 
but Elek says he is just doing what anyone else 
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and faithful servant.” It is also a reminder 
that we are all called to say “Never Again” to 
such monstrous evil.
 
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:

1. Sometimes our greatest challenges can 
come from our friends, tempting us to take 
the easy route. Elek has people who love him 
try to get him to stop saving lives. Have you 
or somebody you know ever been tempted by 
people who care about you to take the easy 
road? Have you ever tried to keep people 
from doing what they should do out of your 
love for them?

2. Elek faces a moral dilemma when he is 
forced to sort the prisoners he is trying to 

SACRIFICE
is caught in a firefight with Russian troops 
and cannot warn the Glass House. Many 
at the Glass House are killed until Swiss 
government Vice Consul Carl Lutz intervenes 
and orders a death squad to cease the killing. 
The death squad leader complies, but then 
kills Hannah’s Uncle Miklos, the leader of the 
Glass House.

Hannah realizes that the war will soon 
be over as the Soviets are overrunning 
Budapest, so she goes to rescue the Jews at 
the convent and lead them to safety before 
the Germans find them. Elek, escaping from 
the Russians under cover of darkness, goes 
in pursuit and finally catches them, using 
the authority of his SS disguise to order 
Nazi troops not to harm them. This leads 
to a confrontation with another SS officer 
who wants to kill the Jews, but who is 
countermanded by a superior officer. Just as 
it looks as if they will escape, Adam calls Elek 
by name and the SS officer, realizing Elek is a 
Jew, shoots him. But before he can fire again, 
the superior officer who is in command of 
Budapest kills the would-be murderer.

In the final scene, we meet Adam on his 
wedding day in the United States thirteen 
years later, where he thanks his parents, Elek 
and Hannah, saying that he and thousands of 
others would not be alive if not for Elek. 

The film then concludes by reminding us that 
these acts of courage and sacrifice really 
happened by giving us the stories of the 
various characters involved, both good and 
evil. It is a reminder that we will all stand 
before the judgment of God someday and that 
it is possible to hear, “Well done, thou good 

As the noose gets tighter around the Jewish 
community in Budapest, Ferenc begs Elek 
to stop risking his life. “Haven’t you done 
enough?” asks Ferenc. 

But Elek refuses, saying that he has nothing 
left. He has lost his entire family and wants 
to make sure it doesn’t happen to others. 
Characteristically, he declares that he cannot 
wait for others to decide his fate.

His resolve wavers after a particularly 
wrenching rescue attempt in which he is 
forced to sort deportees with and without 
Swiss protective passports and stand by as 
many of them are murdered in cold blood. 
He tells Hannah he did nothing, but she says, 
“For a moment you gave them hope!” Yet she 
too wants him to stop for fear of losing him.

He still refuses to stop disguising himself 
as a German officer and instead goes to an 
Arrow Cross meeting to find out what the 
Nazis are planning. He learns the Nazis will 
begin rounding up and killing Jews, but he 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES TO PONDER:

Greater love has no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends (John 15:13). 

See also: Matthew 6:1-3; Philippians 2:1-11
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save and has to stand by helplessly while 
they are murdered. Have you ever been faced 
with some kind of moral dilemma? How did 
you resolve it?
 
3. Elek is willing to sacrifice his life by 
confronting the Nazis who are threatening 
the Jews escaping from the convent. Have 
you ever known somebody who was willing 
to sacrifice something precious—even as 
precious as life—for the good of others?



THIS GUIDE WAS CREATED BY ALLIED FAITH AND FAMILY.
To get FREE copies for your church, school, ministry group or organization,  

please email faithandfamily@alliedim.com.

IN THEATERS ON APRIL 25TH

For more information and to view the trailer, please go to 
walkingwiththeenemy.com

“A very moving story about a little-known hero to most of us.”
Sr. Rose Pacatte - National Catholic Reporter  

“‘Walking with the Enemy’ shows that the courageous difference-makers
shine brightest when silhouetted against the prejudice, apathy, 

and cruelty of the masses.”
Jacob Sahms - HollywoodJesus.com  

“It’s heartbreaking, uplifting, and a story that needs to be told.”
Susan  Ellingburg - Crosswalk.com


